A model of atrial ectopic tachycardia in the rat.
A model of atrial ectopic tachycardia (AET) in the adult rat is described. Pentobarbital-anesthetized adult male rats given digoxin 30 mg/kg s.c. develop AET 50 min after administration. Heart rate and rhythm were determined by electrocardiography using limb leads, I, II and III. This model of AET is simple, sustained and economical. As a supplement to models of ventricular arrhythmias, this model might broaden the pre-clinical evaluation of antiarrhythmic agents.